
Advanced Art Portfolio  
Mr. Denner 
Victor Senior High School 
 

Advanced Art Portfolio: Course Syllabus 
 

Advanced Art Portfolio is a college-level art experience.  This is a course designed for the 
student who is seriously interested in the practical experiences of visual art.  Drawing and 
Painting and other art department electives at VHS have led you to the development of a strong 
technical skill set – now you will be expected to apply these skills creatively as you develop a 
portfolio of work that represents your unique artistic vision.   
 
I have high expectations for excellence in this course; therefore, the work that you create must 
consistently represent your best effort in the pursuit of improving your current level of ability.   
 
These expectations include: 

• Keeping a sketchbook. This will include detailed observational studies, life drawings, 
and experimentations along with conceptual development, research, and investigation.  
You will have a sketchbook assignment every week. 
 

• Participating in critiques. You will offer and receive constructive feedback for works of 
art based on a deep knowledge and understanding of composition, the elements of art, 
and the principles of design. 
 

• Developing substantial works of art. You must approach every piece as if it is your best 
work of art.  Apply and stretch your technical ability and knowledge of art and design 
while you challenge conventional solutions to each problem.  Substantiality should suit 
your style.  For example, if your style is simple, you may have to consider things like 
scale in your work.  All work must be of superior quality and craftsmanship. 
 

• Going above and beyond. To be successful in this course you must invest yourself 
beyond class time.  This includes developing concepts, conducting investigation, and 
practicing in your sketchbook as well as working on projects at home on your time.  
Also, you will also be required to visit a museum or art gallery a minimum of 4 times 
over the next school year.   

 
The main objective of this course is to develop an extensive, personal, and technically sound art 
portfolio of exceptional quality with the following goals in mind: 
  
For the potential art major  
– To develop a body of work that qualifies for college admission and scholarship opportunities  
  

For the general art enthusiast  
– To develop a body of work that represents your cumulative experience as an artist 
 

For all  
– To develop a life-long appreciation for and in-depth understanding of visual art  



Portfolio Course Overview 
 
     First, let me start off by saying welcome to Advanced Art!  The work you will create in this 
class will be immediately applicable to your artist portfolio; something you will need if you hope 
to study art beyond high school.   
 

The main objective of this course is to help you develop a scholarship-worthy portfolio.  In 
order to do this, we must focus specifically what colleges are looking for from their incoming 
freshmen students.  Colleges are looking for students with unique ideas who possess superior 
skills in drawing and working with art media.  In order to meet these expectations every piece 
that you create this year will focus on the following: 

 
• Development of strong technical drawing skill 
• Media proficiency 
• Individuality  
• Conceptual development/ originality  
• Craftsmanship 

 
These objectives will be achieved through creating works of art that fit into one or all of 

these four categories: still life, landscape, figure, and conceptual – all of which will focus on the 
formative, expressive, and personal aspects of your artistic style.   
 
You will have a lot of independence in this course, so self-motivation is critical to your success. 
Your work will show growth and maturity while constantly challenging your current level of 
ability as a technical artist. The harder you push yourself, the better prepared you will be for life 
as an artist or art appreciator after high school.   
 

I look forward to seeing your best work this year! 
 
What You’ll Need: 

• Hardcover Sketchbook – this year we will focus heavily on sketchbooks and utilize it for 
research and the development of technical skill 

• Drawing Pencils (at least 4H – 4B) – although not a requirement, all art students should 
have a set of these handy 

• Erasers – we all have different preferences here, but it’s always nice to have a kneadable, 
plastic, and gum eraser with your basic materials 

 
Grading: 
The following are the grade weights 

40% Studio Work – the projects you create for your portfolio 
30% Participation – how you use the time provided to create your best work 
20% Working Journals – conceptual development, research, & technical development 
10% Critique – how you contribute to discussions about art and aesthetics  



The Year at a Glance 

Semester 1: 
 The first marking period will focus on intense development of technical skill with an emphasis on 
composition and drama in your work.   
Essential Habits of the Artist 
   You will 

• Create 3 - 4 finished pieces for your portfolio with teacher guidance 
• Maintain an artist’s journal 
• Observe and Research art movements and artists and record your findings/ impressions 
• Focus on developing proficiency with a variety of art media 

 
The second marking period will focus on making the transition toward independence as you begin to 

develop your concentration – a series of at least 10 works of art that illustrate your artistic individuality 
and voice.   
Concentration Development 
   You will 

• Evaluate your portfolio and look for connections in your work 
• Work with the concept of “style” 
• Understand depth with R&D (research and development) 
• Investigate art topics that have personal meaning to you 
• Develop a plan for your concentration 
• Create 3 finished pieces with minimal guidance as a start to your concentration 
• Maintain an artist’s journal 

 
Semester 2: 

The third marking period will consist of you creating works of art for your concentration. 
Studio Intensive Work 
   You will 

• Create 4 – 5 finished works of art that fit within the context of your concentration 
• Maintain a journal documenting research and development for each piece 
• Participate in critiques that focus on meeting your goals and the quality of your work 

 
The fourth marking period will focus on finalizing your portfolio and concentration.   

Studio Intensive Work and Final Project 
   You will 

• Create the final 2 – 3 pieces for your concentration  
• Photograph and arrange your exit portfolio 
• Show a series of pieces in an exhibit 
• Participate in a mural or large scale project of your design 

 
Be prepared to create the best work of your life and know that I will constantly push you to challenge 
yourself beyond your current level of ability.  You will experience growth in this course due to your level 
of commitment to your work – so give every piece and assignment your best effort and you will be 
amazed by the results.  
 

I wish you a successful year and can’t wait to get started! 


